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RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE MANITOU SPRINGS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

OPPOSING THE 2026 SPECIAL ELECTION BALLOT QUESTION REGARDING 
DISSOLUTION OF THE MANITOU SPRINGS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, the Manitou Springs Metropolitan District (the “District”) is a quasi-

municipal corporation and political subdivision of the State of Colorado, duly organized and 
existing pursuant to §§ 32-1-101, et seq., C.R.S. (the “Special District Act”); and 

WHEREAS, in the late 1980s, downtown Manitou Springs faced a shortage of parking 
spaces that harmed local businesses and their ability to attract customers; and 

WHEREAS, local citizens and business owners—not City Hall—organized to address this 
challenge and advocated for a long-term parking solution; and 

WHEREAS, in 1989, this community advocacy led to the creation of the District, a special 
district formed specifically to solve the parking shortage in the downtown area; and 

WHEREAS, since its creation, the District has expanded and improved downtown parking 
by adding the Wichita and Smischny lots and recently acquiring the Ute Pass Motel property for 
additional parking; and 

WHEREAS, the District has demonstrated for over 35 years that it is an exemplary model 
of local control, fiscal responsibility, and community investment; and 

WHEREAS, despite the District’s success in expanding and improving parking for 
downtown businesses at minimal expense to taxpayers, the City has unilaterally initiated a process 
to seek dissolution of the District so the City can take over the District’s parking lots and revenue; 
and 

WHEREAS, the District’s Board of Directors (the “Board”) believes the City’s attempt to 
take over its assets is driven more by the City’s short-term budget needs than by operational 
efficiency, threatening long-term parking stability downtown; and 

WHEREAS, the El Paso County District Court has ordered an election to be held on March 
3, 2026, where the voters of the District are to vote on whether the District should be dissolved 
(the “Election”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in compliance with the Colorado Fair Campaign Practices 
Act, § 1-45-117(1)b)(I), the Board desires to formally state its position regarding the issue of 
dissolution; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS 
FOLLOWS:  

1. The District’s Board is unanimously opposed to the City’s attempt to dissolve the 
District and take control of its property and revenue. 
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2. The District’s Board unanimously recommends that the District’s eligible 
electors vote against the District’s dissolution at the Election for the following reasons: 

a. The District has been providing and expanding parking services for downtown 
Manitou Springs for over 35 years at minimal cost to taxpayers. 

b. The District is fiscally responsible, financially healthy, and intends to continue 
to provide and expand parking services for downtown Manitou Springs. 

c. The District recently purchased the Ute Pass Motel property and is in the 
process of converting that property to additional parking. 

d. The City would not perform as well as the District as evidenced by the City’s 
current budget crisis which has resulted in the City cutting departmental 
budgets, failing to honor its contractual obligations, and diverting money from 
its own Parking and Mobility Fund to pay for other City services. 

e. It is the District’s position that its constituents would receive inferior services 
from the City should the District dissolve and the City take control of the 
District’s parking lots and revenue.  

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank, signature page follows.] 
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 ADOPTED THIS 10th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2025.  
 

MANITOU SPRINGS METROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT, a quasi-municipal corporation and 
political subdivision of the State of Colorado. 

 

 

      By:        

            Officer of the District 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:_____________________________ 
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